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Editorial 


S uper-hero soap operas. When 
you’re sworn to protect this sector 
of the galaxy, social life doesn’t come 
easy. It used to, mind you. Hero life 
was easy, alter-egos had all the pro¬ 
blems. Beginning, I guess, with Stan 
Lee’s Spider-Man, we knew there was 
a person in those underoos. What I 

wrong with having a normal social or 
family life? Don’t give me that “what’s 
normal" crapola. Just because you’ve 
got powers far beyond, doesn’t mean 
the rest of your life is going to fall 
apart. It doesn’t mean you can’t find 


flict is melodrama. 

There is the school of thought that 
reading about someone else, whose 
problems are larger than yours, is a 

more than just being brave against 
insurmountable odds, being able to 
outfight an opponent twice your size, 
or even, necessarily the saccharinic 
definition of being gW—always 
right, honest to a fault, there in time 


you the way you are. Sure, it’ll be 
difficult sometimes, Uke the life of a 

you’ve got the responsibility of the 
aforementioned sector to guard; and 
even if you meet another super-hero 
you’re going to have basic differences 
of personality. It is going to be rough 

tired of the ever-present unhappy, 
neurosis-filled conflicts between just 
about everybody in comics? The term 


drugs, drink, or sleep around. You 

terms of Julfilling relationships. Figure 
out that definition out by and for 
yourself. 

I think heroes can set examples that 
not only good can triumph over evil, 

SanTne ca'l? ho^'for' Is thauoo 
optimistic? Nah. There are people 
doing it all the time. People do find 


that fulfilling complementary person. 
And you know what? It gives you 
hope. More than knowing the bad 

knowing that someone will arrive in 
the nick of time, more than knowing 
the hero isn’t really mortally wounded 
(these days you just don’t know), see¬ 
ing two people openly affectionate 
(ew, p.d.a.s!), sharing, aware of each 
other as individuals, caring about each 
other’s needs, you know, the whole 
nine-an’-a-half yards, that’s something 
just as important to show the readers. 
Think I’m an idealist? Think my head 
is in the clouds and that kids have to 
be shown the harsh truth of people? 
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NEWSLINE 


DC NEW NEWS: STARMAN, HAYWIRE, BRAVE & BOLD, AND SGT. ROCK 



There are a couple of new heroes 
on the block at DC, with William 
Payton as Starman, whose #1 issue 
has him getting up one morning as a 


can really do. The confusion is 
courtesy of super-scripter ROGER 
STERN, with pencils by TOM LYLE 
and inks by Captain Atom favorite 
BOB SMITH. The $1.00 standard 
format book should ship June 28. 

Haywire is also new in town, but 
you might not want to know him on 
too intimate a level. He’s a paranoid, 
unstoppable creature of pure, unrelen¬ 
ting rage, so issue is definitely for 
a MATURE audience. This 
psychological thriller is written by 
MICHAEL L. FLEISHER, whose 


> Spectre is currently available in 


from newcomer VINCE GIARRANO 
with inks by The Shadow'^ KYLE 
BAKER. It ships June 21 for $1.25. 

Not to be outdone by the young’ins, 
the old pros will also be making ap¬ 
pearances to ship in June. Sgt. Rock 


Special #1 ships the 21 st and reprints 
KANIGHER & KUBERT’s “The 
Prince and the Seargent!’’, the classic 
meeting of Rock and The Viking 


#I'S“63™Anif don-fmiss“NEAL G'emno's pencils gone Haywire. 



1, leas 





waning a single 
•ites and draws, 
ling a artist who 

SIDNEY MELLON: 
LIVE IN OAKLAND 

Limited Series 

(nown as one of 

wner BUDDY 
las long been an 

guest^at^' ‘The Wo^derful^Wodd 
Comics,” a convention to be held 
Oakland, California, Ap 
22-24. . .according to BRYA 

dual tallying of 
e no question as 

UHLENBROCK, Director of Cue; 
and Programming. 

Other guests will include WII 

mailing list. 

EISNER, STAN LEE. MAP 
WOLFMAN, ART ADAM 

Harvey Kurtzman. 

GEORGE TAKEI, MICHEA 
































ECLIPSE: TRUMAN ON SCOUT-ORIGINAL ART; BIRDIE/HEAP IN AIRBOY 
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Come Distractions 


partsV&°3°d°8 by°''''''^°^'Mtencr’ ^ TRANSFORMERS DIGEST #11 ;^Seppuku" 






















PERSPECTIVE 
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN! 
MAPMEL COMICS PRESENTS: 


by Robert J. Sodaro 
and Kevin Dooley 














iented people, Changing the book from a weekly the adan 
i. “We’ve got to a bi-weekly helped,” Kavanagh claws; 
luled to last us said, giving all involved a chance to script th 


The Welcome Mat 















Interestingly enough, Steve Gerber 

cordial circumstances (he sued Marvel 
over ownership of Howard the Duck). 



Apparently, an Ollie North-type 

Soldie? formula (originally 
developed during WWII, and used on 
Steve (Captain America) Rogers, and 

by Ted Sallis who became the Man- 
Thing). The plot becomes very com- 



















considering the bi-weekly nature of 
Marvel Comics Presents. (He did 
comment, however, that starting up 

the regular series and Excalibur, and 
with The X-Men also going bi-weekly, 
his own workload has tripled.) Thus, 
he- doesn’t see himself contributing 
other serial to Marvel Comics Presents 
in the near future. 


Roof Over Our Heads 












THE BEST OF THE BEST! 


COMICS HISTORY AS IT HAPPENED: 
Miller! Moore! Chaykin! Perez! 
COLLECT ‘EM ALL 

COMICS HISTORY AS IT HAPPENS; 

AMAZING HEROES! 

THE BEST - TWICE MONTHLY - SUBSCRIBE! 
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SUBSCRIBE & SAVE' 


TOARKNESS WAR 


by Mark Burbey 


B eginning in August 1988, Epic 
Comics will publish the first 

The Ught and Darkness War. 

Written by Tom Veitch and illus¬ 
trated by Cam Kennedy, The Light and 
Darkness War promises to be a story 




































































Michael Dooley 


potentially hostile; 


I be bracing him- 


I anticipation ( 


1. he appears vi 
Man of Paint 


vulnerable. 


Distant God 


This Superman is engaged i 
violent struggle to hold back 
missiles on the verge of collision. 




i below, Metropoli 


. outside world can be glimpsed 

















USING AND ABUSING A POPULAR FORMAT 

by Mike Cullen 


DC STARTS IT ALL 

The release of Batman: The Dark 
Knight Returns caught everyone by 

order cautiously. Unexpected publici¬ 
ty from articles in Spin and Rolling 
Stone magazines helped increase 


"^ongoing monthly series in a mor 

The Longbow Hunters was definite 
/ a step down from Dark Knight, bii 

uality for long. 

MARVEL GETS 
INTO THE ACT 





























IS HE MAN . . . 

... OR DEMON? 



by Michael Eury 


[This entry was received at the begin 
ning of the fourth month of this year 
-Mr. Ed] 


ure, you’ve heard talk (for years 
about the proposed Batmai 
motion picture. You may have rea. 
reports of Arnold Schwarzenegge 
starring in Sgt. Rock, or of the long 
awaited TV movie, The Return of tk 
Incredible Hulk, with Bill Bixby an« 
Lou Ferrigno [which, seriously, ac 
cording to all reports should appea 
on your TV screens around May 15th) 
And you probably can’t wait to s& 
which comics characters will nrat lea] 

Amazing Heroes, sworn to keep it 
readers abreast of all upcominj 
comics-related film projects, recentl; 
sent me on a two-week-long jaunt t' 
the wonderland where dreams becomi 















"This program will finally show < 
iders just how difficult it is to | 


ary Grant, Ruth Gor- 
l-budgetbl^kblTster 


The cast ofX-Men: The Movie will 
certainly set Hollywood ablaze, as it‘s 
brimming with some of today’s top 
talents: Whoopi Goldberg as Storm, 
Jamie Farr as Professor X, John 
Candy as Colossus. Jaye P. Morgan 


islance, Andy Mangels had figl 
'ith three different roommates, cai 
ig him to blow his Secret Origins e 
y deadline by two weeks.” 


A FINAL 
SAMPLING 


Directed by Leonard Nimoy, 
las 1989 theatrical release.^ 


: currently in the developn 


“the greatest f- 


THE MAKING OF THE 
AMAZING HEROES 
PREVIEW SPECIAL 


Mike Baron; 

Groo, a major motion pictui 
ng Rodney Dangerfield and ’ 


he Amazing Heroes staff: Kevin Dooley, Bruc 








UPGC: 



Tarzan Family 60-64 
Tarzan (Digest) 
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■ If you missed scoring on 
Quadrant rtt (now over $100.00,) 
Quadrant §2 ( $60.00) and 
Quadrant ^3 ($30.00), 

... here’s your last chance: 
the HELLRAZOR Graphic Novel! 
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It began with a hero who didn't exist. 


Suddenly the. powers were real. 
Then frightening. 

And then out of control. 


Now the project is tearing apart 

the nation it was supposed to save. 



This is how it ends. 


Captain Confederacy: 

The Final'Report on Project Hero 

Captain Confederacy #9 - #12. 

Script by Will Shetterly and John M. Ford. 
Art by Vince Stone. 




♦ SteelDragon Press ♦ 

Box 7253, Powderhorn Station ♦ Minneapolis, MN 55407 






































































SOUTHERN KNIGHTS! 



SUBSCRIBE & SAVE' 


Copies of the original first issue how fetch 
upwards of $50. Copies of #2 go for $15 or 
more. And so on. That’s why we’ve collected 
the rare early issues in the EARLY DAYS OF 
THE KNIGHTS graphic albums, so you can 
complete your collection without going 
bankrupt. 

But why not stop playing catch up and start 
subscribing, instead! That way, you can avoid 
the “sorry, sold out’’ syndrome and enjoy the 
offbeat adventures of the #1 Super Team of 
the South as each new issue rolls off the 



se find check/money order encio 
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without leaving a stone upon a stone.” 
Maybe so, but all that history knows 

century B.C. and finally destroyed in 
the 3rd century A.D. 

So what does this have to do with 
the Wonder Woman? A lot. It seems 
that the reality that the fairy-tale of the 
Amazons was based on would please 
neither Gloria Steinem nor Jerry 
Falwell. Especially the fertility rites 
carried out by “so-called virgins." 

But fantasy is fantasy, and so I think 
that nothing that would offend Gloria 
Steinem will appear in Wonder 



GERARD JONES 
San Francisco. CA 


Super-Snafu 


Thanks to one first-class snafu, one 
colossal boo-boo, one lowering monu- 


most recognizable and prominent let- 
terers in the comics industry, and 
besides making all the word balloons 
say what the writer wants to be said. 

impart (check out the latest American 
Flagg 's and the distinct Russian flavor 
to things), he also does the lettering 

‘ ‘Thawhompf! ’'s and ‘ ‘Kwarumpf.'’s 
on that reproduced page from 
Blackhawk Book 2 on the aforemen- 
Honed page 35 were fine examples of 


Auazihb Hems 11140 












If you think comics are just for little boys... 
Boy, have you got some growing up to do. 





Fascinating, Insightfui, and controvertiai 
PROFILES, INTERVIEWS, ARTICLES 


with and by such noted 
comics Industry professionals as 


MARIE SEVERIN 
DENILOUBERT 
CAROL KALISH 
KAREN BERGER 
ANNNOCENTI 
KRYSTINE KRYURE 
HEIDI MacDONALD 
CYNTHIA MARTIN 


CAT YRONWODE 
TRINA ROBBINS 
DIANA SCHUTZ 
COLLEEN DORAN 
JO DUFFY 
LELA DOWLING 
MINDY NEWELL 
JEAN CAMPBELL 


...and many others 


Publishers, editors, artists, writers, etc., 
outlooks on the industry, perspectives on 
comics, what are they up to. Be there. 
It’ll be fun. 











THE 



a six-pack, 
and a fish... 

... but not 
necessarily 
in that order 


Ths graphic novel re-presents issues # / through #4 in color 
for the very first time — an absolute must for the Fish Police 
completists and the perfect companion to Comico's new 
Fish Poke series. Introduction by Harlan Ellison. 

COMli^ C -=MPArv Y 

FISH POLICE TMWKIO 868 Stevwi B Moncuse 


A heart¬ 
warming 


M- 


.MSH IPOIdICId 

HAIlRlfeAlLt.1 









